
The 5 Key Concepts In Communication

Introduction:

These 5 key concepts are designed to speed up the training process and

promote understanding of expectations, rewards and corrections so that our dog

can reach their full potential in training.

In order to capture a behavior as desired or undesired we must establish a set of meaningful

signals for the dog. We call these signals markers.

1. Yes (release to reward at you)
a. Classically conditioned to predict food
b. Yes is a release to reward at you
c. Capture an instant in time where the behavior is correct.

2. No (no food)
a. Captures when a behavior is incorrect
b. Signal non-reinforcement not punishment or social pressure.
c. Give this meaning by removing the reward

3. Good (add duration)
a. Classically conditioned to predict food.
b. Good is NOT a release.
c. Give the marker then reward in the stationary behavior. Give the marker.

Then give the marker then the reward. (Skip)
d. If the Dog breaks behavior after good without a release word then use “No.”

4. Nein (punish/correction)
a. Classically conditioned to predict correction/punishment.
b. Use the word, give the opportunity to change behavior.

i. If behavior changes, no punishment.
ii. If behavior does not change, use correction.

c. Correction must be meaningful
i. Meaningful correction changes behavior
ii. Meaningful correction does not overwhelm

d. Fairness
e. Social pressure may be added here if the dog’s temperament is suited to it.

(SOCIALLY SENSITIVE)
5. Free (release to remote reward or freedom)

a. Signal freedom to be a dog
i. Movement is reinforcing
ii. Holding a position when the drive is to hunt/chase is work

b. Signal release to external reward
i. Reward can be acquisition of a rewarding object/Food/or environmental

that is NOT at you.



ii. Rewards can be anything the dog wants that it is safe to give them.
(Water, go potty, social, ball, food bowl, etc.)


